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SuperBuild  fund  to 
create  71  new 
college  classrooms 


Funds  fall  short  of  expectations, 
but  new  facilities  could  be  built  at 
Waterloo  or  Doon  campuses 


By  Laura  Czekaj 

The  $14.22  million  Conestoga 
College  received  from  the  provin- 
cially  funded  SuperBuild  Growth 
Fund  may  not  provide  enough 
money  to  finance  a new  Waterloo 
campus,  according  to  college 
president  John  Tibbits. 

“The  problem  is  whether  the 
$14.2  million  is  enough  to  move 
ahead  in  Waterloo,”  said  Tibbits. 

He  said  that  the  college  needs  to 
debate  further  whether  construc- 
tion of  a new  Waterloo  campus  is 
possible,  but  if  it  is  not,  he  said 
expansion  to  the  Doon  campus  is 
the  next  logical  route. 

The  funding,  which  was 
announced  by  Dianne 
Cunningham,  minister  of  training, 
colleges  and  universities,  during  a 
press  conference  held  at 
Conestoga  May  18,  is  $25  million 
short  of  the  college’s  original 
request  of  $39  million. 

Tibbits  told  reporters  at  the  con- 
ference that  although  $14  million 
is  not  $39  million,  it  is  better  than 
nothing.  He  added  that  the  small 
amount  of  funding  will  be  easier 
for  the  college  to  manage  and  that 
expansion  of  programs  and  facili- 
ties is  still  expected. 

“This  is  the  biggest  project  the 
college  has  ever  received,” 
Tibbits  said.  “It  will  cover  us  for 
infrastructure  for  the  next  three  to 
five  years.” 

The  money  will  go  toward  cre- 
ating 1,430  new  spaces  at 
Conestoga,  including  71  new 
classrooms  and  eight  new  labora- 
tories, with  the  plan  to  expand 
programs  in  information  technol- 
ogy, engineering  technology, 
advanced  manufacturing,  multi- 
media  communications,  health 
sciences  and  police,  fire  and 
emergency  services. 

Expansions  to  the  Doon  campus 
would  see  the  building  of  a new 
health  sciences  wing  located  off 
of  the  D wing  in  the  direction  of 
the  recreation  centre,  and  addi- 
tional labs  in  the  A wing.  Tibbits 
said  construction  for  expansions 
to  Doon  would  begin  in  spring 
2001. 

With  the  construction  of  addi- 
tional facilities,  the  college  will 
be  hiring  about  30  new  teachers, 
mainly  in  health  sciences. 

Intake  levels  for  programs  allot- 
ted to  expand  will  increase  by  100 
in  information  technology,  250  to 
300  in  health  sciences,  30  to  50  in 
communications  and  60  in  police, 


fire  and  emergency  services. 

The  SuperBuild  Growth  Fund, 
which  held  $742  million  in  its 
coffers,  was  established  by  the 
provincial  government  in  an  effort 
to  modernize  and  build  post-sec- 
ondary institutions,  as  well  as 
improve  education  and  meet 
increased  student  demand. 

With  the  introduction  of  applied 
degree  status,  Tibbits  said,  certain 
programs  will  be  going  to  a four- 
year  format  rather  than  the  current 
three  years.  Therefore,  the  college 
will  need  to  create  additional 
spaces  to  provide  for  the  increase 
of  students. 

Conestoga’s  original  proposal 
was  bypassed  by  the  government 
during  the  first  round  of  funding 
in  February.  A lobby  effort  on 
behalf  of  the  college  was  under- 
taken by  politicians  and  local 
businesses  to  get  the  attention  of 
the  government.  Elizabeth 
Witmer,  minister  of  health  and 
local  MPP,  noted  the  lobby 
group’s  efforts 
at  the  confer- 
ence, saying  it 
was  a collec- 
tive effort. 

Cunningham 
said  that  the 
lack  of  funding 
was  due  to  the 
government’s 
failure  to  dis- 
cuss the  pro- 
posals with  the 
individual  colleges  prior  to 
financing  them.  She  noted  that  the 
competition  among  the  proposals 
was  severe  and  said  the  govern- 
ment didn’t  have  enough  money 
to  fund  all  schools  that  had  sub- 
mitted proposals. 

“We  didn’t  have  enough  to  go 
around,”  she  said. 

Tibbits  stressed  that  the  failure 
to  win  funding  in  February  is  a 
thing  of  the  past  and  said  the  next 
step  for  the  college  is  to  maximize 
growth  to  meet  the  community’s 
needs. 

Conestoga  has  accumulated 
$36.89  million  for  expansion, 
$14.22  million  from  SuperBuild, 
$20.06  million  from  private  con- 
tributions, $1.5  million  from  the 
municipal  government  and  $1.11 
million  from  the  college. 

Kevin  Mullan,  vice-president  of 
finance  and  administrative  opera- 
tions, said  the  bulk  of  the  $1.11 
million  contributed  by  the  college 
will  come  from  future  revenues 
from  things  such  as  parking  fees. 


Tearing  down  the  walls 


John  Mills  shovels  bits  of  concrete  into  a bin  from  a wall  being 
torn  down  on  the  first  floor  at  Conestoga  College’s  Doon 
campus  on  May  18.  (Photo  by  Donna  Ryves) 


New  parking  lot  possible 
in  Doon  campus  changes 


By  Jes  Brown 

Parking  at  Conestoga  College 
could  change  this  summer,  with  the 
addition  of  a new  parking  lot 
behind  lot  three  by  the  woodwork- 
ing building. 

“I  think  it’s  more  than  a possibil- 
ity,” said  Allan  Hunter,  security 
supervisor.  He  said  he  doesn’t 
have  any  specific  details  yet,  but  he 
has  seen  preliminary  drawings. 

If  the  new  lot  is  added  it  will  be  a 
daily  parking  lot.  The  designations 
of  the  other  lots  and  the  decals  will 
be  changed. 

The  prices  of  the  parking  decals 
may  also  be  changing  but  at  this 
point  no  decisions  have  been  made, 
said  Hunter 


Another  possible  is  the  creation 
of  a visitor  parking  area  in  lot  six 
beside  door  1. 

He  said  that  if  the  parking  lot  is 
added,  it  will  have  daily  or  weekly 
parking. 

Hunter  said  that  when  a teacher 
in  a program  brings  in  a guest 
speakers  they  can  purchase  daily 
parking  for  that  speaker  and  this 
area  of  the  lot  will  be  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

There  will  also  be  metered  park- 
ing in  the  new  lot. 

The  college  is  also  exploring  the 
possibility  of  updating  the  parking 
meters  at  the  school,  with  ones  that 
take  more  than  just  quarters. 

“We’ll  be  looking  at  electronic 
meters  as  well,”  Hunter  said. 


Extra  security  on  hand 
for  visit  by  minister 


By  Laura  Czekaj 

Security  at  Conestoga  College 
was  beefed  up  on  May  18  when 
Dianne  Cunningham,  minister  of 
training,  colleges  and  universities, 
attended  a SuperBuild  press  con- 
ference at  the  college’s  Doon  cam- 
pus. 

The  press  conference  was  held  to 
announce  the  provincial  govern- 
ment’s donation  of  $14.22  million 
from  the  SuperBuild  Growth  Fund 
to  assist  in  the  college’s  plans  to 
expand. 

Although  college  security  super- 
visor A1  Hunter  said  he  can  not  dis- 
cuss the  measures  that  were  taken 
by  the  college  or  the  ministry  to 
ensure  Cunningham’s  safety,  he  did 
say  the  college  has  a security  proto- 
col it  follows  every  time  a VIP  vis- 


its. 

The  protocol  calls  for  extra  staff 
to  be  present,  emergency  routes  to 
be  mapped  out  and  an  emergency 
medical  plan  to  be  decided  on 
before  the  VIP  arrives. 

Cunningham  recently  had  prob- 
lems with  student  protesters  during 
a press  conference  at  Seneca 
College  in  North  York  to  announce 
the  government’s  approval  of  pri- 
vate, degree-granting  institutions. 

The  Ministry  of  Training, 
Colleges  and  Universities  declined 
to  comment  on  whether  extra  secu- 
rity measures  were  taken  during  the 
minister’s  visit  to  Conestoga. 

Hunter  said  the  ministry  called 
him  two  days  prior  to  the  event  to 
discuss  security  measures.  He  said 
he  has  never  had  a problem  with 
protesters  while  a VIP  was  here. 
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“I  soon  learned  to  watch 
a man  bleed  and  die  on 
the  floor  and  at  the  same 
time  sit  in  my  cell  and 
watch  a hockey  game 
and  not  let  it  bother  me.” 


Archaic  penal 
system  needs  to 
be  changed 

Current  system  an  inhumane  response 
to  criminal  behaviour  in  society 

From  May  10-13,  Toronto  hosted  the  ninth  International 
Conference  on  Penal  Abolition.  During  this  conference,  it 
became  apparent  that  the  current  penal  system  is  an  archaic  and 
inhumane  response  to  our  social  differences  and  that  change 
needs  to  be  implemented. 

Delegates  from  the  conference  have  challenged  the  existing 
revenge  approach  to  criminal  justice,  and  called  for  healing  for 
victims,  offenders,  their  families  and  the  community.  They 
believe  that  crimes  occur  because  of  flaws  in  our  society.  The 
conference  concluded  that  these  wrongs  could  be  righted  if  we 
use  the  problem  of  crime  as  a chance  to  ameliorate. 

In  today’s  increasingly  violent  society,  many  people  miscon- 
strue the  reason  we  have  a penal  system.  It  shouldn’t  be  to  pun- 
ish criminals  and  it  shouldn  t be  a means  of  revenge. 

The  intent  of  a penal  system  should  be  made  clear.  It  should 
effectively  integrate  people  in  trouble  with  the  law  back  into  the 
community  and  provide  services  to  help  those  affected  by  the 

criminal  justice  system. 

A major  problem  related  to  the 
current  penal  system  is  that  young 
people,  who  are  thrown  into  jail 
for  petty  crimes,  become  locked 
up  in  a hate-filled  environment 
with  adept  criminals  and  receive 
an  advanced  lesson  in  crime.  For 
example,  in  a May  13  article  in  the  Toronto  Star,  prison  lifer 
Rick  Sauve  was  quoted  as  saying,  “I  soon  learned  to  watch  a 
man  bleed  and  die  on  the  floor  and  at  the  same  time  sit  in  my  cell 
and  watch  a hockey  game  and  not  let  it  bother  me.” 

He  said  some  of  his  memories  of  being  in  jail  include  animal 
screams,  murders  and  suicides.  He  sometimes  also  went  32 
months  without  seeing  the  blue  sky  or  the  green  grass. 

Being  confined  in  a hostile  and  rancorous  environment  such  as 
this  only  leads  to  unnecessary  recidivism  or  chronic  criminal 
activity,  and  could  be  stopped  if  the  penal  system  changed  to  a 
more  humane  and  effective  place  of  rehabilitation. 

A report  written  by  Ottawa  consultant  Louise  Dulude  for  the 
National  Council  of  Welfare  states  that  thousands  of  people  end 
up  in  jail  simply  because  they  can’t  pay  fines,  and  that  low- 
income  people  are  more  likely  to  be  denied  bail,  then  end  up 
without  a lawyer. 

This  is  a simple  problem  which  can  be  solved  many  ways, 
says  the  report. 

First  off,  the  creations  of  programs  for  minor  offences  that 
replace  criminal  charges  and  jail  time  with  community  service. 
Another  way  would  be  to  create  fines  that  reflect  both  the  seri- 
ousness of  the  crime  and  what  the  offender  can  afford. 

There  are  many  effective  programs  in  the  Kitchener  area  that 
can  help  those  in  trouble  with  the  law.  One  of  these  is  the  com- 
munity aftercare  program.  This  provides  counselling  that  helps 
offenders  assess  their  needs  and  to  develop  a realistic  plan  of 
action  to  reach  their  goals.  The  men’s  treatment  program 
addresses  the  cycle  of  family  violence  in  society  and  is  another 
effective  program. 

Targeted  at  male  abusers,  the  group  has  a remedial  atmosphere 
that  helps  men  to  understand,  take  responsibility  for,  and  stop 
their  controlling  and  violent  behaviour. 

Once  we  have  created  a humane  and  benevolent  penal  system, 
crime  rates  are  certain  to  drop  dramatically  and  we  can  then 
focus  our  attention  at  getting  to  the  root  of  the  problem. 

The  Russian  author,  Fyodor  Dostoevski,  once  said,  ‘The 
degree  of  civilization  in  a society  can  be  judged  by  entering  its 
prisons.” 

Until  changes  in  the  penal  system  are  made,  no  country  in  this 
world  can  be  referred  to  as  civilized. 
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School  caught  in  middle 


Everybody 
has  the  right  to 
be  considered 
innocent  until 
proven  guilty, 
but  what  hap- 
pens when  you 
are  charged 
with  an  offence 
against  some- 
one you  attend 
school  with? 

A May  13  article  that  appeared  in 
The  Record  said  that  officials  at  a 
Kitchener  high  school  have  refused 
to  discipline  a 16-year-old  boy 
charged  with  sexually  assaulting  a 
female  student. 

However,  the  16-year-old  victim 
wants  the  boy  removed  from  the 
school  because  seeing  the  boy 
causes  her  emotional  stress. 

According  to  the  article,  the  girl 
alleges  the  boy  followed  her  into  a 
darkened  hallway,  grabbed  her 
from  behind  and  began  kissing  and 
groping  her.  She  said  she  managed 
to  break  free  and  ran  away  from  the 
boy. 

The  families  of  the  victim  and  the 
accused  are  in  a dispute  because 
the  school  has  decided  it  will  not 


remove  the  boy  from  the  school 
after  an  investigation,  required  by 
the  school’s  zero-tolerance  policy 
on  harassment  and  sexual  assault, 
by  officials  at  Grand  River  colle- 
giate institute. 

The  article  also  stated  that  police 
confirmed  the  boy  was  charged 
with  sexual  assault  after  an  inci- 
dent occurred  in  the  hallway  of  the 
school. 

The  school  has  been  put  in  the 
middle  of  a difficult  situation. 

If  the  boy  is  found  guilty  of  the 
sexual  assault,  the  school  will  be 
criticized  for  putting  the  young  girl 
through  the  additional  pain  of 
being  forced  to  see  the  boy  who 
devastated  her  with  the  attack. 

If  the  school  removes  the  boy  and 
he  is  found  innocent,  the  school 
would  be  responsible  for  his  loss  of 
education  during  the  time  of  trial. 

The  right  of  being  innocent  until 
proven  guilty  comes  with  the  price 
of  others  seeing  you  as  guilty  until 
proven  innocent. 

It’s  hard  to  reach  a solid  conclu- 
sion about  such  a troubled  situation 
until  a verdict  is  reached.  The  fam- 
ily of  the  victim  describes  their 
daughter  in  the  article  as  being  an 


honour  roll  student  who  has  never 
been  in  trouble,  but  the  family  of 
the  accused  describes  their  son  in 
the  same  fashion. 

It  is  understandable  that  the  girl 
who  made  the  allegation  would 
feel  uncomfortable  with  the  boy  in 
the  school,  and  although  the  boy 
has  to  be  presumed  innocent  at  this 
time,  some  kind  of  plan  must  be 
designed  to  ease  the  girl’s  mind. 

The  whole  problem  is  that  the 
family  of  the  boy  refuses  to  stand 
by  and  watch  their  son  be  removed 
from  school  because  they  don  t 
believe  he  is  guilty  of  a crime,  and 
the  family  of  the  victim  wants  the 
boy  removed. 

Since  the  boy  was  criminally 
charged,  it  only  makes  sense  to 
have  him  taken  from  classes,  but 
since  he  is  innocent  until  proven 
guilty  his  education  should  not  be 
endangered. 

Nobody  will  feel  they  are  being 
served  properly  until  the  verdict  is 
reached,  but  until  then  a temporary 
Band-Aid  is  a necessity. 

Why  not  avoid  all  the  heartache 
and  bickering  and  have  the  boy 
assigned  work  he  can  do  at  home 
until  the  courts  solve  the  situation. 


SPOKE  is  published  and  produced  weekly  by  the  journalism  students  of  Conestoga  College. 
Editor:  Laura  Czekaj;  News  Editor:  Ray  Bowe; 

Photo  Editor:  Donna  Ryves 

Production  Manager:  Mike  Radatus;  Advertising  Manager:  Mike  Radatus; 
Circulation  Manager:  Sherri  Osment;  Faculty  Supervisor:  Jerry  Frank 
SPOKE’s  address  is  299  Doon  Valley  Dr.,  Room  4B14.  Kitchener,  Ontario,  N2G  4M4. 
Phone:  748-5220.  ext.  691,  692,  693,  694  Fax:  748-3534  E-mail:  spoke@conestogac.on.ca 


SPOKE  is  mainly  funded  from  September  to  May  by  a pay- 
ment from  Conestoga  Students  Inc.  (CSI),  formerly  called  the 
Doon  Student  Association,  in  exchange  for  the  insertion  of 
advertising  in  the  paper.  The  views  and  opinions  expressed  in 
this  newspaper  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of 
Conestoga  College  or  the  CSI.  Advertisers  in  SPOKE  are  not 
endorsed  by  the  CSI  unless  their  advertisements  contain  the 
CSI  logo.  SPOKE  shall  not  be  liable  for  any  damages  arising 
out  of  errors  in  advertising  beyond  the  amount  paid  for  the 
space.  Unsolicited  submissions  must  be  sent  to  the  editor  by 
9:30  a.m.  Monday.  Submissions  are  subject  to  acceptance  or 
rejection  and  should  be  clearly  written  or  typed;  a WordPerfect 
or  MS  Word  file  would  be  helpful.  Submissions  must  not  con- 
tain any  libellous  statements  and  may  be  accompanied  by  an 
illustration  (such  as  a photograph). 


Bursary  changed 
to  better  benefit 
students  in  need 

Loan  forgiveness  threshold  lowered 
so  scholarship  recipient  gets  cash 


By  Ray  Bowe 

The  Ontario  government  has 
announced  changes  that  will 
allow  students  who  received  a 
Canada  Millennium  Scholarship, 
a federal  bursary,  to  actually  ben- 
efit from  it. 

Previously,  students  who 
received  the  bursary  saw  little  to 
no  benefit  because  the  money 
would  only  go  towards  debt  they 
wouldn’t  have  to  pay  anyway. 

Carol  Walsh,  a financial-aid 
officer  at  Conestoga  College,  said 
many  students  declined  to  accept 
the  Millennium  funds  because  tation.  Provinces,  such  as  Alberta, 
they  would  not  benefit  from  the  avoided  this  dilemma  by  giving 
award.  The  government  awards  students  cash,  instead  of  directly 
the  bursaries  to  the  most  needy  depositing  it. 
students,  determined  from  the  When  the  bursaries  were  first 
government’s  list  of  student  loans,  awarded  in  1999-2000,  the  gov- 

Under  last  year’s  OSAP  regula-  emment  was  shocked  when  sta- 
tions, the  maximum  a student  dents  began  refusing  them  and  cit- 
would  have  to  pay  back  to  the  ing  why  they  had  done  so. 
government  was  $7,000  per  year.  After  a look  at  the  numbers,  a 
plus  taxes  and  interest.  However,  whirlwind  of  bad  publicity  arose, 
the  bursary  amount  was  knocked  forcing  the  government  to  back- 
off the  top  of  the  loan,  in  effect  track. 

reducing  the  federal  debt,  not  the  Changes  have  been  implement- 


With  the  province  lowering  its 
forgiveness  threshold  to  $6,500, 
the  changes  will  give  students  at 
least  a $500  break  on  their  total 
loan.  For  example,  a student  who 
receives  $9,000  in  assistance 
would  see  their  maximum  pay- 
ment reduced  to  $6,500,  and  then 
the  $500  bursary  would  be  sub- 
tracted from  that  amount.  A stu- 
dent can  accumulate  up  to 
$15,000  in  Millennium  bursaries 
over  a three  years. 

Walsh  said  the  government  was 
creating  a lot  of  “smoke  and  mir- 
rors” during  the  whole  implemen- 


student’s  debt.  Basically,  the  fed- 
eral funds  were  covering  parts  of 
the  province’s  loan  forgiveness 
program. 


ed,  said  Walsh,  meaning  that  even 


scholarship  last  year  will  been 
subject  to  the  new  regulations. 
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College  radio  to  follow 
guidelines  on  content 


Offensive  talk 
like  Dr.  Laura’s 
would  face  ban 

By  Tracy  Ford 

The  college’s  new  radio  station 
will  follow  standards  set  by  the 
Canadian  Broadcast  Standards 
Council,  which  would  mean  it 
would  follow  guidelines  such  as  a 
recent  call  to  censor  controversial 
radio  talk  show  host  Laura 
Schlessinger. 

Mike  Thumell,  co-ordinator  of 
the  broadcasting  - radio  and  tele- 
vision program,  said  that  the  new 
college  FM  radio  station  set  to  air 
in  the  fall  will  be  monitored  for 
content. 

“We  will  be  developing  a code  in 
terms  of  content  and  things  of  that 
nature,”  Thumell  said. 

The  Canadian  Broadcast 
Standards  Council  recently  warned 
Schlessinger,  an  American  radio 
talk  show  host  known  as  Dr.  Laura 
to  her  listeners,  that  her  anti-gay 
comments  might  have  her  pulled 
from  Canadian  radio  stations. 
Schlessinger  now  is  carried  week- 
day afternoons  on  CKGL  570  AM 
in  Kitchener. 

Schlessinger  said  during  her 
show  that  homosexuals  are 

“abnormal,  aberrant  and  deviant.” 
The  council  has  asked  all  stations 
that  broadcast  her  show  to  censor 
any  anti-gay  statements. 


Schlessinger  is  not  the  only  out- 
spoken American  radio  talk  show 
host  to  run  afoul  of  Canadian  stan- 
dards. 

Shock-jock  Howard  Stem  came 
under  fire  from  the  council  after 
saying  that  French  Quebecers  were 
“scumbags”  and  that  they  should 
all  learn  English.  A Montreal  sta- 
tion, which  aired  the  show,  has 
since  dropped  the  show  and  the 
Toronto  station  which  airs  the 
show  occasionally  edits  the  con- 
tent. 

Thumell  said  that  the  college 
radio  station  would  not  be  airing 
anything  that  would  be  deemed 
inappropriate  by  the  council. 

“I  think  the  decision  made  by  the 
council  is  fair.” 

He  said  guidelines  taught  during 
broadcasting  classes  will  be  care- 
fully reviewed  so  that  the  college 
can  apply  them  to  the  new  radio 
station. 

“We  already  have  policies  that 


are  written  down  in  terms  of 
acceptable  language  and  things  of 
that  nature,”  Thumell  said. 

The  majority  of  radio  stations  in 
Canada  follow  the  guidelines  set 
by  the  council.  The  code  outlines 
language  uses,  content  and  format. 

Thumell  said  the  broadcasting 
program  has  had  problems  with 
inappropriate  behaviour  before. 

“We  have  pulled  students  off  the 
air  because  of  inappropriate 
behaviour,  usually  immaturity  or  if 
they  break  format,  but  not  for 
racism,”  he  said. 

The  students  in  those  cases  were 
reprimanded,  he  said. 

“We  monitor  what  goes  on  pretty 
closely.” 

Thumell  advises  listeners  who 
are  concerned  with  a station’s  con- 
tent to  contact  the  station  manager. 

He  said  the  station  will  usually 
solve  the  problem  but  formal  com- 
plaints can  also  be  made  to  the 
council  at  www.cbsc.ca. 


Corrections 


In  the  May  15  edition  of 
Spoke,  in  the  story  entitled 
Computer  Services  supervisor 
terminated,  Tony  Pimenoff’s 
title  was  incorrect. 

Pimenoff’s  job  title  was  direc- 
tor of  information  technology 
services. 

In  the  May  23,  in  the  editorial 
titled  Ontario’s  2000  budget  is 
full  of  empty  promises,  Toronto 


Star  columnist  Michelle 
Landsberg’s  name  was  mis- 
spelled. 

In  the  May  23  edition,  in  the 
front  page  photo,  people  were 
named  incorrectly. 

The  correct  identification  was, 
from  left  to  right,  Gerry 
Parsons,  Gail  Noble,  Marg 
Tupling  and  Margaret  Bumes. 

Spoke  regrets  the  errors. 


Conestoga 
College  np 


Quality  Policy 


Conestoga  College  continually  seeks 
opportunities  for  improver/  . ent  to 
meet  and  exceed  the  needs  of  our 
students,  employees  and  communities. 
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Skills  Canada  holds  conference 


By  Donna  Ryves 

About  200  people  attended  a 
young  women’s  conference  organ- 
ized by  Skills  Canada  on  May  16  at 
Conestoga  College’s  Blue  Room. 

Students  from  10  high  schools 
were  present  along  with  50  men- 
tors, women  who  work  in  non-tra- 
ditional  roles  across  the  province. 

The  conference,  which  ran  from 
9:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.,  was  organ- 
ized to  encourage  young  women  to 
enter  non-traditional  careers. 

“We  are  trying  to  target  young 
women  in  grades  nine  and  10  who 
could  be  or  should  be  considering 
trades  and  non-traditional  roles  for 
women,”  said  Maureen  Prince,  a 
placement  officer  in  the  co-opera- 
tive education  department  with  the 
Waterloo  Catholic  district  school 
board  who  sat  on  the  planning 
committee  for  the  conference. 

The  conference  started  with  guest 
speaker  Patti  Walker,  a freelance 


speaker  from  the  Toronto  area,  who 
spoke  about  networking.  The  stu- 
dents were  then  presented  with  a 
“super  nail  challenge”  where  they 
had  to  balance  14  nails  on  a piece 
of  wood  about  four  inches  by  four 
inches  that  had  a nail  hammered  in 
the  centre. 

The  activity  was  presented  by 
Sue  Kyle,  co-ordinator  of  precision 
metal  trades  at  Niagara  College, 
who  started  her  career  as  a hairstyl- 
ist and  switched  paths  by  becoming 
involved  in  trades. 

“I  traded  my  haircutting  tools  for 
metal-cutting  tools,”  Kyle  said. 

Kyle  explained  that  in  the  past, 
girls  weren’t  permitted  to  take  shop 
classes  in  schools  and  were  dis- 
couraged from  entering  trades. 

“I  didn’t  think  of  myself  as 
mechanically  inclined,”  Kyle  said. 

Non-traditional  career  paths  for 
women  include  welders,  gas  fitters, 
industrial  engineers,  gas  techni- 
cians, electricians  and  firefighters. 


According  to  Statistics  Canada, 
the  annual  starting  salary  for  a sec- 
retary is  $25,000  a year,  whereas 
the  starting  salary  for  a fork  lifter 
operator  is  $50,000  a year. 

The  conference  exposed  the  stu- 
dents to  other  peers  interested  in 
skilled  trades  and  their  mentors 
shared  their  experiences  in  their 
unusual  professions. 

“You  get  first  hand,  current  infor- 
mation from  people  who  are  in  the 
fields,”  said  Jane  Jewson,  a guid- 
ance counsellor  and  enrichment 
teacher  at  Cameron  Heights  colle- 
giate institute  in  Kitchener. 

Jewson  said  that  the  comfort 
level  was  high  at  the  conference 
because  all  the  students  were 
females  rather  than  shop  guys. 

“Everybody  thinks  their  son  or 
daughter  is  going  to  be  a doctor  or 
lawyer,  but  it’s  obviously  not  the 
case,”  Jewson  said. 

The  new  secondary  school  cur- 
riculum has  been  changed  so  that 
students  are  required  to  take  addi- 
tional math  and  technology  courses 
to  compete  in  the  changing  world, 
Jewson  said. 

The  students  and  teachers  took  a 
break  for  lunch  and  were  encour- 
aged to  speak  with  each  other  and 
network. 

One  mentor,  Sherry  Waddell,  a 
firefighter  with  the  Kitchener  fire 
department,  spoke  with  students 
and  allowed  them  to  try  on  her  fire- 
fighting gear  that  she  brought 
along. 

Waddell  said  her  job  is  physical- 
ly demanding  and  she  is  expected 
to  do  the  same  things  as  her  male 
colleagues. 

Her  firefighting  equipment 

weighs  nine  kilograms  without  an 
air  pack  and  an  extra  20  kilograms 
with  it.  Waddell’s  previous  job  was 
managing  retail  stores. 


Maureen  Prince,  a placement  officer  in  the  co-operative 
education  department  with  the  Waterloo  Catholic  district  school 
board  and  a member  of  the  planning  committee  for  Skills 
Canada,  helps  to  prepare  for  the  conference  for  young  women. 

(Photo  by  Donna  Ryves) 
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Patterns  and  shapes 
part  of  photography 
competition  at  college 

By  Donna  Ryves 

The  photography  competition 
of  the  11th  annual  Technological 
Skills  Competition  sponsored  by 
Skills  Canada  was  held  at  the  col- 
lege’s Doon  campus  May  16 
while  hundreds  of  elementary 
and  high  school  students  gathered 
at  the  Kitchener  Memorial 
Auditorium  for  39  other  events. 

The  other  competitions  includ- 
ed baking,  carpentry,  plumbing, 
welding  and  virtual  robotics. 

The  photography  competition 
involved  high  school  students 
from  all  over  Ontario  whose  task 
was  to  combine  practical  and  the- 
oretical knowledge  of  photogra- 
phy. 

The  photographs  had  to  demon- 
strate patterns  and  shapes. 

“The  students  had  to  look  at 
ordinary  things  in  a new  way,” 
said  Jason  Gennings,  a part-time 
teacher  in  the  journalism  program 
who  co-chaired  the  photography 
competition.  Some  of  the  objects 
the  students  shot  included  wheels 
of  cars,  grates,  fences,  leaves  and 
mirrors. 

The  students  were  responsible 
for  bringing  their  own  camera 
gear,  developing  equipment  and 
samples  of  their  work. 

The  college  provided  chemicals 
for  developing  black-and-white 
film  and  enlarging  equipment. 

Kodak  provided  film  and  paper. 

“The  students  seemed  to  have  a 
lot  of  fun,”  Gennings  said.  The 
students  came  from  places  such 
as  Etobicoke  and  Kingston  and 
had  six  hours  to  take  pictures, 
develop  film  and  make  prints. 

“I  think  it’s  a good  experience 
to  find  out  more  about  the  field 
I’m  going  into,”  said  Denisa 
Mele,  a Grade  13  competitor 
from  Father  Henry  Can- 
Secondary  School  in  Etobicoke. 

Students  were  chosen  for  the 
competition  based  on  a portfolio 


Security  cuts 
locks  in  error 

By  Jes  Brown 

Security  staff  began  cutting  off 
locks  on  lockers  May  9,  but  some 
of  those  locks  were  supposed  to  be 
there. 

“There  were  about  eight  or  nine 
locks  cut  off  in  error,”  said  Allan 
Hunter,  security  supervisor  at  the 
college.  He  explained  the  records 
that  security  has  showed  that  those 
particular  lockers  should  have 
been  vacated  April  28. 

“Those  students  were  legitimate- 
ly in  those  lockers,”  Hunter  said. 
“It  was  not  a student  error,  it  was  a 
college  administration  error.” 

When  the  students  whose  locks 
were  cut  off  came  to  the  security 
office.  Hunter  said,  staff  returned 
their  property  and  replaced  their 
locks. 

“Those  students  are  back  in  their 
lockers  now.” 

Hunter  said  such  errors  don’t 
happen  often  and  staff  will  do 
everything  possible  to  make  sure  it 
doesn’t  happen  again.  He  said  that 
from  time  to  time  errors  happen. 

“It  was  just  a little  hiccup.  I hope 
it  doesn’t  happen  again,”  Hunter 
said.  “It’s  an  inconvenience  for 
the  students  and  certainly  an 
inconvenience  for  us.” 


Classified 


Travel  - teach  English: 
5 days/40  hrs. 

(April  3-7,  2000) 
TESOL  teacher 
certification  course  (or 
by  correspondence). 
1000s  of  jobs  available 
NOW.  FREE 
information  package, 
call  toll-free: 
1-888-270-2941 


WATERLOO  INN  NOW 
HIRING!! 

Our  Catering  dept  is 
currently  looking  for  flexible, 
hardworking  banquet 
servers.  Must  enjoy  working 
with  people  and  be  able  to 
work  weekends. 

Please  phone,  fax  or  drop  off 
resume  to: 

Human  Resources 
Waterloo  Inn 
475  King  St.  North 
Waterloo,  ON  N2J  2W6 
Phone:  884-0221  ext  51 8 
Fax:  884-0321 


competitor  from  Etobicoke, 
sets  up  a shot  for  the 
photography  portion  of  Skills 
Canada  on  May  16. 

(Photo  by  Donna  Ryves) 

that  was  submitted  earlier  to  a 
panel  of  teachers. 

“It  was  a good  day  for  photog- 
raphy because  when  rain  didn’t 
hit  we  got  overcast,  which  pro- 
vides great  lighting  for  photogra- 
phy,” Gennings  said. 

The  judging  criteria  were  based 
on  artistic  interpretation,  with  a 
hands-on  component  accounting 
for  85  per  cent  and  a theory  com- 
ponent worth  15  per  cent. 

Skills  Canada  is  made  up  of 
educators,  students,  employers, 
labour  groups  and  government 
officials  who  promote  technical 
careers  as  first  choice  options. 

The  provincial  winners  have  the 
opportunity  to  compete  in  the  6th 
annual  Canadian  Skills 
Competition  held  June  2-6  at 
Laval  University  in  Quebec  City. 
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Fortune  Xpress  winners  of  the  Conestoga  College  microcomputer 
software  project  fair  on  May  18,  Stacie  Hooey  (left),  Joe  Hoover 
(centre)  and  Peter  Tam.  (Photo  by  Sherri  Osment) 


Fast-food  software 
places  first  at  fair 


By  Sherri  Osment 

The  group  known  as  Fortune 
Xpress  won  first  place  in  the 
microcomputer  software  program 
project  fair  held  at  Conestoga’s 
Waterloo  campus. 

The  winning  team  of  Peter  Tam, 
Joe  Hoover  and  Stacie  Hooey 
designed  a software  program  that 
will  help  streamline  Chinese  food 
take-out  orders. 

A total  of  12  teams  developed 
applications  to  be  entered  in  the 
project  fair,  held  May  18,  with  five 
being  chosen  to  present  their  proj- 
ects to  an  independent  panel  made 
up  of  local  business  people  and  for- 
mer students  of  the  program. 

The  winners  received  $150  for 
the  team  and  a dinner  at  the 
Charcoal  Steak  House  in 
Kitchener.  The  fair  was  sponsored 
by  the  Canadian  Information 
Processing  Society,  the  only 
authorized  body  in  Ontario  to  rep- 
resent the  information  technology 
industry,  said  Edmund  Sharratt,  a 
teacher  in  the  computer  program- 
ming analyst  program. 

Hooey  said  the  project  was  a lot 
of  hard  work  but  “when  you  see  the 
finished  project  it’s  worth  it.” 

The  program  created  by  Fortune 
Xpress  does  such  tasks  as  generat- 
ing sales  reports,  adding  discounts 
and  taxes  to  orders  and  recalling 
previous  customer  orders. 

Hooey  said  the  project  constitut- 
ed the  main  part  of  the  40-week 


certificate  program  and  it  helped 
her  learn  a lot  about  teamwork. 

“Each  person  brings  their  own 
unique  things  to  the  group,”  Hooey 
said. 

Hooey  said  she  had  little  comput- 
er knowledge  and  found  learning 
the  computer  jargon  difficult  when 
she  started  of  the  program. 

“You  go  in  with  nothing  and  you 
come  out  programming,”  she  said. 

Another  group,  JMS  systems, 
made  up  of  Jeff  Davis,  Sean 
McDonald  and  Mat  Nadrofsky, 
were  the  runners-up  in  the  fair. 

The  JMS  group  designed  a pro- 
gram for  Web  Pearls  and  Freedom 
FIR,  (human  resources  companies) 
that  will  enable  the  company  to 
track  employee  performance,  gen- 
erate reports  and  show  breakdowns 
of  employee  salaries. 

Davis  said  he  learned  a lot  from 
the  microcomputer  software  pro- 
gram and  has  been  recommending 
it  to  people. 

He  also  had  praise  for  the  other 
members  of  his  team. 

“I  felt  we  worked  really  well  as  a 
group,”  Davis  said.  “We  made  sure 
we  were  well  prepared.” 

The  other  three  final  qualifiers 
were:  Darkwaters  Inc.,  consisting 
of  Braden  James,  Andrew  Karger 
and  Sean  Hill;  PBS  Designs,  con- 
sisting of  Sarah  Gruelich,  Brian 
Kendall  and  Pauline  Pharoah;  and 
Team  Elite,  consisting  of  Jeremy 
Clark,  Angie  Stercer  and  Jay 
Klesitz. 


Attention  all  students 
needing  money!! 


Be  a Conestoga  College  Tour  Guide!! 

Talk  to  Melody  or  Carol, 
Information  Centre,  SCSB 
Or  call  748-5220  ext  730 


Used  textbook  sale 
cancelled  for  August 


By  Mike  Radatus 

Conestoga  Students  Inc.  will  not 
be  holding  a used  book  sale  in  the 
fall,  but  other  alternatives  such  as  a 
buy-and-sell  Web  site  may  be 
explored. 

Brad  Whiteford,  vice-president 
of  operations  for  the  CSI,  formerly 
called  the  Doon  Students 
Association,  said  that  reasons  for 
the  cancellation  include  time  con- 
straints and  administrative  con- 
cerns. 

Whiteford  said  it  has  been  diffi- 
cult in  the  past  to  manage  the  book 
sale  during  the  busy  time  when  stu- 
dents return  during  orientation 
week,  causing  the  sale  to  drag  on 
into  late  September  and  early 
October. 

The  administration  of  the  book 
sale  was  complicated,  said 
Whiteford,  and  there  were  students 
who  would  return  months  later 
looking  for  the  money  from  their 
books  that  were  sold. 

Whiteford  said  another  problem 
the  DSA  ran  into  during  the  last 
years  was  controlling  the  books 
being  sold.  In  some  instances, 
textbooks  would  be  updated,  caus- 
ing the  used  textbooks  to  be  out  of 
date. 

Also,  a lot  of  the  books  that  were 
not  sold  ended  up  being  left  in  the 
CSI  office  for  storage  until  they 


were  picked  up. 

Whiteford  said  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  book  sale  was  too 
time  consuming  for  the  DSA 
because  of  other  responsibilities 
executive  members  had  during  the 
busy  time  period  and  the  small 
staff. 

Whiteford  outlined  possible  solu- 
tions to  make  up  for  the  cancella- 
tion of  the  book  sale. 

A computerized 
control  system  would 
! include  a list  of  books 
| available  as  well  as  a 
way  for  students  to 
find  out  if  and  when 
the  books  they  are 
trying  to  sell  have 
been  sold.  The  intent 
i is  to  stop  confusion. 

The  CSI  may  explore  starting  a 
buy-and-sell  page  on  its  Web  site 
where  students  would  be  in  control 
of  prices  and  books  on  the  site. 

However,  before  going  that  route, 
Whiteford  said,  the  organization 
has  to  talk  with  its  lawyers  because 
the  site  would  work  as  an  open  auc- 
tion and  the  CSI  would  have  no 
control  over  prices  or  the  quality  of 
books. 


The  other  solution  involves  re- 
scheduling the  book  sale  to  a future 
date.  The  CSI  would  consider  this 
idea  if  student  volunteers  could  be 
recruited  or  if  a computerized  con- 
trol system  can  be  created. 

A computerized  control  system 
would  include  a list  of  the  books 
available  as  well  as  a way  for  stu- 
dents to  find  out  if  and  when  the 
books  they  are  trying  to  sell  have 
been  sold.  This  would  help  stop  the 
confusion  of  students  not  knowing 
where  their  books  are  and  if  they 
have  been  sold. 

Whiteford  said  one  idea  he  has  is 
to  get  a computer  program  analysis 
student  or  a student  from  a data- 
base program  to  design  the  control 
system  as  a class  project. 

“That  way  we  would  be  killing 
two  birds  with  one  stone,” 
Whiteford  said. 

Until  these  alternatives  are 
implemented,  students  can  put  up 
posters  advertising  the  books  they 
are  trying  to  sell  on  the  general 
posting  boards  located  around  the 
college  or  try  the  Internet  to  sell  or 
purchase  books,  said  Whiteford. 

The  CSI  distributed  a press 
release  announcing  the  cancella- 
tion of  the  sale  and  the  possibility 
of  a Web  page  for  students  to  buy 
and  sell  books.  Posters  announcing 
the  sale’s  cancellation  were  also 
put  up  around  the  college. 


Breaking  the  Banke 

Starving  Friday  and  Ego  Rich  play  in  downtown  Kitchener 


Starving  Friday  members  (left  to  right)  Allison  Rothwell,  Hillary 
Rothwell,  Meagan  Olinski  and  Becky  Rothwell  playing  at  the 
Banke  on  May  13.  (Photo  by  Mike  Radatus) 


By  Mike  Radatus 

Starving  Friday,  a local  inde- 
pendent four-piece  female  altema- 
rock  band,  played  the  grand  open- 
ing of  Contactfineart’s  showcase  at 
the  Banke,  at  King  and  Gaukel 
streets  in  Kitchener,  May  13. 

The  band,  which  has  recently 
released  its  first  CD,  called 
Veronica,  showed  a fresh  creativity 
in  their  songs  that  allows  them  to 
move  away  from  the  stereotypical 
sound  of  female  artists. 

Starving  Friday,  with  three  sisters 
in  the  band,  is  by  no  means  anoth- 
er Hole  rip-off  band,  and  possesses 
its  own  sound  and  stage  presence. 

The  members  of  the  band  traded 
instruments  with  one  another  dur- 
ing the  set  and  showed  that  they 
were  capable  of  playing  all  instru- 
ments. 

The  girls  took  a shot  at  Britney 
Spears  fans  by  doing  a heavier  ver- 


sion of  Crazy  and  opening  the  song 
by  saying  it  was  time  for  all  the 
girls  to  take  off  their  shirts  and  act 
slutty. 

Nobody  in  the  audience  went 
along  with  the  idea,  but  the  band 
played  on  anyway. 

Contactfineart  is  a non-profit 
organization  that  was  created  by 
Sheldon  O’Neal  in  an  attempt  to 
get  local  musicians  shows  and  a 
chance  to  get  signed  to  a record 
label. 

Ego  Rich,  a four-piece  band, 
opened  the  night  with  an  energetic 
set  that  got  the  crowd  up  and  to  the 
front  of  the  stage. 

They  played  a rather  long  set 
compared  to  Starving  Friday  and 
lost  some  of  the  energy  they  started 
with  because  of  frustration  with  the 
sound  on  stage. 

“You  can’t  hear  anything  on 
stage.  I guess  it  sounds  good  out 
there,  but  on  stage  it  sounds  like 


Emi  Rappenport,  lead  singer  of 
the  four-piece  band  Ego  Rich, 
competition  for  Starving  Friday, 
also  played  that  night. 

(Photo  by  Mike  Radatus) 

crap,”  said  Emi  Rappenport,  lead 
singer  of  Ego  Rich. 

In  the  crowd  the  sound  was  loud 
and  crisp,  but  that  was  after  some 
details  were  worked  out  during 
Ego  Rich’s  set. 

Starving  Friday  was  to  play  May 
21  at  the  Walper  Pub,  on  the  comer 
of  King  and  Queen  streets,  and  on 
May  26  at  the  Battle  of  Bands  at 
the  Hoodo  Lounge,  above  CJ’s 
Tavern  at  King  and  Ontario  streets. 

Ego  Rich  will  be  one  of  the  bands 
Starving  Friday  will  have  to  try  and 
out  muscle  at  the  battle  of  bands. 
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Beverly  Hills  90210 
says  a sappy 
goodbye  to  fans 


By  Julie  Porter 

With  the  obligatory  level  of 
sappiness  and  artificiality,  pro- 
ducer Aaron  Spelling’s  Beverly 
Hills  90210’s  final  episode 
marked  the  end  of  an  era.  And 
while  10  years  of  watching 
David,  Donna,  Kelly,  Steve  and 
Dylan  may  have  seemed  to  pass 
faster  than  you  can  say  gag  me 
with  a spoon,  the  final  episode 
delivered  enough  over-the-top 
moral  cliches  to  last  a lifetime. 

The  final  episode  saw  some  of 
the  aging  Beverly  Hills  kids 
reunite  with  the  loves  of  their 
youth.  Dylan,  (Luke  Perry)  a 
brooding  monosyllabic  “rebel” 
and  Kelly  (Jennie  Garth),  the 
prom  queen,  reconciled  after 
years  (or  episodes,  rather)  apart 
with  all  the  passion  of  two  old 
dogs  wandering  out  to  the  woods 
to  die.  Donna  (Tori  Spelling)  and 
David  (Brian  Austin  Green) 
exchanged  wedding  vows  that 
sounded  not  unlike  passages 
from  many  a teen-age  girl’s 
diary. 

“Without  you,  my  soul  would 
be  empty.  You  challenge  me  in 
ways  I never  thought  possible,” 
uttered  the  doe-eyed  and  sili- 
cone-heavy breasted  Donna,  as 
David  stared  on  with  a level  of 
forced  emotion  never  before 
seen  on  prime  time. 

Cast  members  Andrea  (Gabriel 
Carteris)  and  Valerie  (Tiffany 
Amber  Thiessen)  returned  for 
the  final  episode  in  time  for  a 
bachelorette  party  which  fea- 
tured the  female  cast  getting 
crazy  on  one  margarita  and  play- 
ing “pin  the  macho  on  the  man” 
(a  variation  of  the  old  favourite 
“pin  the  tail  on  the  donkey”). 

Steve  Sanders,  who  portrays 


the  grown-up  jock  from  high 
school,  and  his  wife  Janet 
(Lindsay  Price)  decided  to  throw 
caution  to  the  wind  and  start  a 
magazine  where  both  will  be 
happy  and  be  able  to  look  after 
their  child.  Neither  claimed  they 
were  prepared  to  become 
strangers  to  their  child  and  a 
fierce  amount  of  open-mouth 
kissing  and  groping  came  after 
the  long-awaited  decision. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  a 
substantial  amount  of  groping 
followed  most  of  the  important 
decisions  in  the  final  episode. 

While  planning  some  aspect  of 
Donna  and  David’s  wedding  cel- 
ebration, Kelly  asked  Steve, 
“Doesn’t  it  feel  like  for  the 
longest  time,  we’ve  been  living 
in  a Stephen  King  novel?”  and 
the  viewer  was  forced  to  wonder 
if  perhaps  the  writers  of  the  usu- 
ally- shoddy  dialogue  for  the 
show  took  an  unexpected  leave 
before  the  final  and  most  impor- 
tant episode,  leaving  someone 
even  less  proficient  in  their 
place. 

The  final  episode  was  worth 
watching  because  it  signified  an 
end  to  a show  that  was  the  cata- 
lyst for  many  of  the  teen  dramas 
TV  land  is  churning  out  these 
days. 

The  final  episode  safely  placed 
each  of  the  Beverly  Hills  charac- 
ters into  white-picket-fenced 
houses  with  the  loves  of  their 
lives,  allowing  each  one  to  bask 
in  domestic  bliss. 

The  watcher  assumed  that  life 
would  be  okay  for  the  Beverly 
Hills  gang  - that  their  past  drug 
addictions,  rapes,  Mafia  associa- 
tions, explosions,  deaths  of 
spouses,  and  bad  hair  days  are  all 
things  of  the  past. 


College  Graduates 

Join  the  leading  edge  of  a new  breed  of  professionals! 
Conestoga  offers  a variety  of  unique  full-time  Post-Graduate  Programs 
Apply  now  for  September 

Career  Development  Practitioner 
Computer  Numerical  Control 

Environmental  Engineering  Applications  (Optional  Co-op) 
Human  Resources  Management  (Co-op) 

Systems  Analyst 

Teaching  English  as  a Second  Language 
Technology  Marketing 
Woodworking  Manufacturing  Management 


For  information  call 
748-5220,  ext.  656. 
Ask  about  our  part-time 
Post-Graduate  Programs  too! 


Conestoga 
College  pi 


SPOKE,  May  29,  2000  — Page  7 


The  Dismemberment  Plan 

Band’s  complex  sound  moves  Ted’s  Wrecking  Yard  crowd 


The  Dismemberment  Plan’s  vocalist,  Travis  Morrison,  screams  on 

the  stage  of  Ted’s  Wrecking  Yard  in  Toronto  on  May  5. 

(Photo  by  Ray  Bowe) 


By  Ray  Bowe 

The  Dismemberment  Plan 
rocked  a full  house  at  Ted’s 
Wrecking  Yard  in  Toronto  May  5, 
as  they  wrapped  up  their  North 
American  dates. 

The  Dismemberment  Plan,  a 
four-piece  group  based  out  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  were  on  tour 
promoting  their  latest  album. 
Emergency  & I,  released  on 
DeSoto  Records  in  1999. 

The  band  mixes  a lot  of  key- 
boards into  their  wordy  songs, 
comparable  to  Canadian  rock  leg- 
ends Rush.  However,  at  an  instant, 
the  band  will  break  into  a fully 
rocked  riff  accompanied  by  high- 
pitched  screams  and  a full-on  ram- 
page on  the  drum  kit. 

The  songs  are  almost  like  essays 
or  involved  tales  of  mishap  and 
chaos  in  life.  It’s  a wonder  the 
singer  can  remember  all  of  the 
lyrics. 

The  singer  and  second  guitarist 
switched  between  the  lead  guitar 
assignment  in  different  songs.  At 
various  points  in  the  show,  differ- 
ent band  members  would  take  a 
seat  behind  the  Roland  keyboards. 
The  bassist  tweaked  the  pitch  on 
the  track  A Life  of  Possibilities 
while  the  guitarist  took  to  the  posi- 
tion on  8 1/2  Minutes,  an  extended 
slow  song.  The  singer  also  had 
another  keyboard  for  You  Are 
Invited,  a song  he  began  alone  for 
the  opening  few  minutes  as  the  rest 
of  the  band  took  a break  to  replen- 
ish their  beer  supply.  Right  on  cue, 
the  band  rejoined  the  singer  to  fin- 
ish the  song. 


By  this  point  the  drummer  had 
discarded  his  top  shirt,  revealing  a 
Union  Jack  T-shirt,  and  also  reveal- 
ing his  musical  roots.  The  drum- 
mer’s quick  and  tight  style  is  remi- 
niscent of  the  British  punk  scene  of  ' 
the  ‘70s. 

The  album  was  mixed  at  Inner 
Ear  Studios  in  Arlington,  Va.,  by 
sound  engineer  Don  Zientara, 
notable  for  mixing  all  of  Fugazi 
albums. 

The  band  had  originally  released 
their  latest  album  on  Interscope 
Records  but  were  dropped  by  the 
label  after  four  months.  However, 
just  as  quickly  as  they  were 
dropped,  they  were  picked  up  by 
indie  label  DeSoto  Records,  run  by 
ex-members  of  the  seminal  post- 
punk band  Jawbox. 

Other  bands  on  the  ticket  includ- 
ed the  impressive  Jim  Guthrie 
Quintet  with  their  well-polished 
music  and  Snailhouse,  a solo  act. 

This  summer  the  band  will  be 
touring  Europe  with  Pearl  Jam. 


Block  party  to 
rock  city  hall 

By  Ray  Bowe 

Kitchener  will  be  throwing  a 
massive,  free  block  party  in 
front  of  city  hall  June  2.  The 
event’s  promotion  material  is 
calling  it  the  biggest  block  party 
the  city  has  ever  seen. 

Artists  who  are  booked  to  play 
the  event  include  Montreal’s 
master  scratcher  Kid  Koala, 
Strictly  Kev  from  DJ  Food,  jazz 
outfit  Bullfrog,  Leeroy  Brown, 
Stormshadow  and 

ButtahFingaz. 

There  will  also  be  a special 
appearance  by  Hard  Nox 
Skoolerz,  a break-dancing  crew. 

In  addition  to  musical  acts, 
there  will  also  be  video  screens, 
an  N64  exhibit,  a barbecue  and 
urban  artists  painting  a Grand 
River  Transit  bus. 

The  event,  scheduled  to  run 
from  5 p.m.  until  11  p.m.,  is 
being  sponsored  by  Canadian 
Heritage,  Rogers  Television, 
Exclaim  magazine,  Ninja  Tune 
Records,  Mondo-Live  and 
Delirium  Clothing. 


Teaching  English 
as  a Second  Language 
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A One-Year  Certificate  Program 
Starts  this  September 
Call  for  more  information 
519-748-5220,  ext.  656  V^Oiiege  ™ 
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100% 

CANADIAN  OWNED, 
OPERATED  AND  TAXED! 


3AILEY  JARRETT  SMITH,  JOANNE  MALAR,  MIKE  MORREALE,  STEVE  RICE 
y/IIKE  O’SHEA,  VAL  ST.  GERMAIN,  STEVE  STAIOS,  MIKE  VANDERJAGT, 
CHRIS  GIOSKOS,  JEN  BUTTON,  AND  COLIN  DOYLE 
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Fax  Services 

Send  or  Receive 

Prices  vary  for  local  & long  distance 

Colour  Photocopier 

8.5”  X 11”  is  $1.10/ copy 
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Laminating 

8.5”  X 11”  is  $1. 50/page 
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Colour  Printing 

8.5”  X 1 1 ” is  30c/per  page 
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All  prices  include  GST 
prices  subject  to  change 
without  notice 
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